Gardens can help 
pollinators in 
many ways ıc 


Players from ’79 
recall Pack victory 
over Clemson 18 
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© giving listed on the Wolf- 
pack Club’s website. The 
Wolfpack Club is N.C. 
State’s booster organiza- 


tion. To reach the top level 
of the club, Lone Wolf 
Level, requires a $30,000 
donation. 

The Iron Dukes, the 
booster club for Duke 
University, list all of the 
benefits associated with 
membership. The first 
benefit: Your donation 
comes with a receipt for 
tax purposes. At Duke, 
you’re required to donate 
at least $8,000 for the 
right to purchase two 
season tickets. To earn top 


college sports boosters 


olina’s men’s basketball 
team, the reigning nation- 
al champions, fans must 
be high-level members of 
The Rams Club. It 
requires a donation of at 
least $6,000 for the right 
to purchase two season 
tickets and $25,000 for 


booster club. 

Currently, those dona- 
tions are tax deductible up 
to 80 percent. 

Donations to college 
athletic departments and 
related booster clubs to- 
taled $1.2 billion in 2015, 
eclipsing the $1 billion 


ums for professional 
sports teams could take a 
hit from the removal of 
tax breaks in the bill. 

In order to purchase 
season tickets at many 
schools, fans must first 
make a donation to the 
athletic department’s 


your hands on those tick- 
ets would no longer be tax 
deductible. 

It is among the provi- 
sions tucked in the 
76-page bill that touches 
on nearly every aspect of 
tax law, taking on sacred 
cows such as the mortgage 


BY BRIAN MURPHY 
bmurphy@mcclatchydc.com 


WASHINGTON 

Season tickets for your 
favorite college football or 
basketball team could be 
missing one perk next year 


— a tax deduction. 
Under the tax reform 
bill introduced Thursday 

by U.S. House Repub- 
licans, the large donation 
typically required to get 


rate deduction, charitable 
giving - and even college 
and pro sports. 

College athletic depart- 
ment revenues and cities’ 
abilities to finance stadi- 


booster group, making 
those donations a large 
source of income for ath- 
letic departments. The 
money is passed back to 
the departments from the 


Education. 


mark for the fourth time 
in five years, according to 
the Council for Aid to 


To purchase season 
tickets for North Car- 


season tickets. 


percent deduction to 
booster clubs? 


the right to purchase four 


How important is the 80 


It is the first benefit of 


status in the club and the 
right to purchase six sea- 
son tickets, boosters must 
donate at least $100,000 


SEE TAX, 9A 


UNC free 
speech 
policy 
advances 


BY JANE STANCILL 
jstancill@newsobserver.com 


CHAPEL HILL 

A proposed campus free 
speech policy, mandated by the 
legislature, could lead to warn- 
ings, suspensions or expulsions 
for protesters who disrupt others 
at the state’s public universities. 

The policy was approved 
unanimously Thursday by the 
governance committee of the 
UNC Board of Governors and 
will go before the full board next 
month. It comes at a time when 
campus free speech has been a 
hot issue nationally and locally, 
as protesters have waged battles 
about Confederate statues and 
other controversies. 

Such policies have been craft- 
ed elsewhere, pushed generally 
to protect conservative speakers 
who have been shouted down in 
recent events at American uni- 
versities. The University of Wis- 
consin approved a similar policy 
last month. 

The proposed UNC policy sets 
out a range of likely punishments 
for anyone - students, faculty or 
staff - who “substantially dis- 
rupts” the functioning of an in- 
stitution or “substantially in- 
terferes” with the free expression 
rights of others. The presumptive 
sanctions include suspension for 
a second offense and student 
expulsion or employee dismissal 
for a third offense. An offending 


SEE SPEECH, 5A 


FALL BACK 


Daylight saving time ends 
at 2 a.m. Sunday. Remem- 
ber to set your clocks back 
one hour before going to 
bed tonight. 


66 


Janet Daughtry, volunteer with N.C. Baptist Men and Women on Mission 


CAMPAMENT O-¢ 
Los 
OLVIDADOS 


DAVID SANTIAGO AP 


Good Samaritans of the town of Isabela make a circle of prayer Oct. 27 with the residents of Rio Abajo in Utuado, Puerto Rico. 


‘It’s as if time has stepped 
back; NC volunteer says 
of storm-hit Puerto Rico 


Scott Daughtry, 
a volunteer 
with N.C. 
Baptist Men 
and Women on 
Mission, works 
with water 
purification 
systems that 
his Cary-based 
group has 
brought to help 
residents of 
Puerto Rico. 


JANET DAUGHTRY 


BY MARTHA QUILLIN 
mquillin@newsobserver.com 


Six weeks after Hurricane 
Maria, Puerto Rico is notable for 
what it still does not have: ade- 
quate drinking water, electricity 
and about 73,000 former resi- 
dents who have fled the island 
since the Sept. 20 storm. 

Janet and Scott Daughtry of 
Selma, who have been leading a 
team of volunteers in Puerto 
Rico for the N.C. Baptist Men 
and Women on Mission since 
early October, say their experi- 
ence there has been unlike 
others they have had with the 


Cary-based relief group. 

“If this were North Carolina 
or Florida, you would see power 
company trucks all over the 
place and workers trying to get 
the power back on,” Janet 
Daughtry said by phone Thurs- 
day evening. “Here, there are 
still poles down, and lines every- 
where. You have to step over 
them on the road, or go under 
them. And you don’t see any- 
body working on any of it.” 

Hurricane Maria knocked out 
power to all 3.4 million of the 
island’s residents and only 30 
percent of customers have had 
power restored. The work has 
been hampered by the severity 
of the damage, the island’s 
isolation and the financial prob- 
lems of the local power utility. 

The U.S. Army Corps of Engi- 
neers, which is leading the fed- 
eral power restoration effort, 
said this week that it plans to 
boost the size of a contract to a 
company working to restore 
power on the island from $600 
million to $840 million, pending 
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